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204 Chapman
MWF 11-11:50
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-10:50
M 12:00-1:00

English 399: Writing the New World (27288)
Winter 2015
Dr. Jessie Nance
PLC 210, Ph. 6-1520
jnance2@uoregon.edu

Description:
This course will focus on early modern English writers and explorers whose writings create an image of the New World
for European readers, many of whom would never actually make the journey across the Atlantic themselves. We will read
first-hand accounts of exploration as well as plays, early fantasy writing, and poetry inspired by the idea of a “new world,”
and we will explore how these works use rhetoric, structure, and style to build an early colonial ideology. To supplement
these readings, we will also consider essays and chapters from literary and colonial/post-colonial theorists, as well as
works from historical and cultural studies scholars.
Learning Outcomes:
This course follows the department’s assessment procedure and is built around six desired learning outcomes. All work
for this class, including discussions and assignments, are designed to help you learn to
1. read literary and cultural texts with discernment and comprehension and with an understanding of their
conventions;
2. draw on relevant cultural and/or historical information to situate texts within their cultural, political, and
historical contexts;
3. perform critical, formal analyses of literary, cinematic, and other cultural texts;
4. write focused, analytical essays in clear, grammatical prose;
5. employ logic, creativity, and interpretive skills to produce original, persuasive arguments;
6. employ primary and/or secondary sources, with proper acknowledgement and citation, as they contribute to a
critical essay’s thesis.
Required Texts:
Smith, John. Captain John Smith, Writings with other Narratives. Ed. James Horn
Spenser, Edmund. The Faerie Queene, Book 2.
Shakespeare, William. The Tempest.
More, Thomas. Utopia.
Readings for Presentations:
Hulme, Peter. “Introduction.” Colonial Encounters
Loomba, Ania. “Defining the Terms.” Colonialism/Postcolonialism.
Pratt, Mary. “Introduction: Criticism in the Contact Zone.” Imperial Eyes.
Greenblatt, Stephen. “Invisible Bullets” and “Destruction”
Shields, E. Tomson. “The Literature of Exploration.”
Stymeist, David. “Strange Wives: Pocahontas in early modern colonial advertisement.”
Rybin, Stephen. “On the New World.” Terrence Malick and the thought of film.
Said, Edward. “Introduction.” Orientalism.
*These readings will be made available on Blackboard.
Grading:
Assignments:
Close Reading
Contribution/Discussions
Proposal & Annotated Bib.
Final Paper

20%
20%
20%
40%

Grading Scale:
The percentage ranges below will earn the following final grades. I will occasionally issue an A+ based on exceptional
class performance in addition to a grade of over 98%. Grades that are on the verge (89.99, for instance) will only be
rounded up for students who have a strong participation record.

2
93-100 (A), 90-92.99 (A-), 87-89.99 (B+), 83-86.99 (B), 80-82.99 (B-), 77-79.99 (C+), 73-76.99 (C), 70-72.99 (C-), 6769.99 (D+), 63-66.99 (D), 60-62.99 (D-) lower (F)
Course Work:
Contributions/Discussions: This class emphasizes the communication of ideas both in writing and in discussion, so your
active participation in this class is essential. Each week’s readings consist of primary and secondary texts, and each day a
student or group of students will take on the role of discussion leaders, with the rest of the students acting as contributors.
Your grade will be based on your performance in each capacity. For more information see the handout available on
Blackboard.
Short Essay, Proposal & Annotation Bibliography, and Final Paper Assignments: Directions for these assignments will be
included in separate handouts. Be sure you have the Short Essay directions prior to leaving class on the first day.
Format: Assignments should be typed, in 12-point font, be double-spaced, and have 1”-margins all around. You must cite
in MLA format. Please proofread and revise your work. Extensive sloppiness and mechanical errors will result in a lower
grade.
All assignments will be turned in as Word or “.PDF” documents via email and/or Blackboard. You must have access to
your UO email account. If you do not have access to Microsoft Word and do not have the capabilities to save your
document as a “.PDF,” please see me in the first week of class. You are responsible for turning work in on time.
Please save time for email or posting errors.
Late Work: All work is due on the date listed in the syllabus. Turning work in late will result in you losing one letter grade
per day, including weekends and holidays. You may request an extension once this term if the paper is due more than 72
hours (3 days) later, and the earlier the better: extensions are not guaranteed. In case of a looming or unexpected disaster,
consideration will be given if you keep me in the loop and communicate in advance.
Readings: All readings are due on the date listed, and are either in the required texts or available on Blackboard. Please
watch Terrence Malick’s The New World (on reserve at the library) before Week 10.
Policies:
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. There will be a sign-in sheet for every class meeting. It is your responsibility to
sign in to confirm your attendance. Failure to sign in on the approved sheet will result in an absence. You are allowed
three absences (excused or unexcused) this term. Additional absences will lower your final course grade by ½ a letter
grade. Please notify me ahead of time if you must miss class or leave class early. Any absence after two full weeks of
missed class may result in course failure. Any absence after three full weeks of missed class will result in course failure.
No further warnings will be given. If you miss class, you are responsible for obtaining any work you missed. Consult
your classmates for class notes and missed assignments. If you show up to class more than ten minutes late, you will
automatically be counted absent.
Academic Dishonesty: All work submitted in this course must be your own and be written exclusively for this course.
You may not turn in a paper you wrote for another class. The use of sources (ideas, quotations, paraphrases) must be
properly documented. This includes ideas you get from your classmates and ideas you get from websites as well as books
and other media. In cases where academic dishonesty has been clearly established, an award of an F for the final course is
standard practice. Please consult the Code of Student Conduct and Community Standards website and familiarize yourself
with these if you do not understand what constitutes cheating or plagiarism:
http://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/StudentConductCode/tabid/248/Default.aspx
If you have having trouble writing a paper or understanding what I am looking for, please do not hesitate to contact me. I
do not expect you to already know what I am teaching you, but I do expect you to come to me if you are struggling or
need clarification on assignment instructions. Extra help is always available; please make sure you take full advantage of
the help offered.
A note on using online summaries, paraphrases, and other sources: Many of the texts we will read this term are wellknown, and it is not hard to commentary about them online. These summaries can be helpful if you are having difficulty

3
understanding the material, but please be advised that all your writing and contributions for this class should reflect your
inquiry into the texts. You have something valuable to contribute, and I am more interested in your interpretations of the
text than I am in those that already exist online. Remember that online summaries and sources are other people’s
interpretations. They reflect the choices other people make about what to include and what to emphasize. The assignments
in this course are geared toward helping you develop and practice the skills to make your own interpretations and
arguments. You may use summaries as a supplement if you are struggling, but I fully expect you personally read every
text. If you do quote from, get an idea from, or even read an online summary, that source must appear in a “Works
Consulted” list on any subsequent assignment. Be aware, though, that these summaries are often not written for collegelevel courses. Your ideas will often be more complex and interesting than what you will find online.
Decorum: Please do not use cell phones during class time. Please refrain from chatting with your neighbors during class.
Such behavior is distracting and disruptive to your classmates and to me.
If you are using a tablet or laptop for an electronic copy of the secondary text, you must clear it with me first. Please make
sure you disable wireless access (just to keep all of us honest). You must also post to Blackboard a copy of the notes
and the PDF of the source (with annotations) at the end of each class. Any unauthorized use of electronics during
class time will result in an automatic absence for the day. If you are habitually using or looking at an electronic device in
class, I reserve the right to dismiss you and to restructure the electronics policy for this course.
Email/Blackboard: You will need to access Blackboard, as all formal Assignment Sheets and course documents are posted
under Course Documents. You will also need access to campus email. I will occasionally use it to send out
announcements and to answer questions. I encourage you to email legitimate questions or concerns if you cannot
otherwise contact me. However, expect about 24 hours in response time. I will not respond to emails sent on weekends or
school holidays until the following business day. If an answer to your question can be found in the documents posted to
Blackboard, I will not respond to your email.
Inclement Weather: I do not anticipate cancelling class due to weather. However, if conditions prove unsafe for travel and
I need to cancel, I will notify you via campus email by 7:00am on the day of class. I will also post an alternate assignment
on Blackboard, under that week’s folder in Course Documents,” to make sure we do not fall behind.
Accommodations: Appropriate accommodations will be provided for students with documented disabilities. If you have a
documented disability and require accommodations, you must meet with me by Friday of Week 1.
If you find yourself facing an emergency or crisis that you feel might affect your performance in this class, please let me
know as soon as you are able. I am willing to make reasonable accommodations on assignments and attendance, but I can
only do so with advanced (or as advanced as possible) notice. You do not have to disclose the nature of your crisis or
trauma, but in order to provide assistance, I will need to know that you require extra support. To that end: if you
experience trauma or a crisis and wish to seek out counseling or administrative support, you may access the excellent
services at the university’s Counseling and Testing Center Their contact information: (541) 346-3227,
counseling.uoregon.edu
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Course Schedule
Unless otherwise marked, all secondary sources are on Blackboard (BB).

Date
Week 1
M, 1/5
W, 1/7
F, 1/9

Week 2
M, 1/12
W, 1/14
F, 1/16
Week 3
M, 1/19

Primary Texts
Syllabus, Galle Engraving (in class)
Columbus Letter, Nahuatl Response
(on BB)
Mandeville and Others (BB)

F, 1/23
Week 4
M, 1/26

Barlowe, Discourse (JS 819-830)

W, 1/28
F, 1/30
Week 5
M, 2/2

The Faerie Queene, C 1 & 2
The Faerie Queene, C 5 &12

The Faerie Queene, Proem

Stephen Greenblatt, from Renaissance
Self-Fashioning, “To Fashion a
Gentleman: Spenser and the Destruction
of the Bower of Bliss,” (157-192)

Harriot, Description (JS 874-878)
Harriot, Description (JS 878-905)
Harriot, White, and DeBry(link on BB)

Greenblatt, “Invisible Bullets.”

Literary Analysis and Research

Edward Said, from Orientalism,
“Introduction,” p. 1-28

Week 8
M, 2/23

The Tempest Act 1

F, 3/13

Close Reading 1

E. Thomson Shields, “The Literature of
Exploration.”

White, Narrative of 1587 (JS 860-873)
White, Narrative of 1590 (JS 906-919)

F, 3/4
Week 10
M, 3/9
W, 3/11

Mary Louise Pratt, from Imperial Eyes,
“Criticism from the Contact Zone,” 1-8

Hakluyt, Discourse on Western
Planting, selected chapters (BB)
Ralph Lane, Discourse (JS 838-859)
Brereton Brief and True Relation, (BB)

W, 2/18
F, 2/20

W, 3/4

Peter Hulme, from Colonial Encounters,
“Introduction,” 1-8
Ania Loomba, from
Colonialism/Postcolonialism, “Defining
the terms,” 1-22

Martin Luther King Holiday
Martin Frobisher, from Voyages (BB)

W, 2/25
F, 2/27
Week 9
M, 3/2

Submit questions on
BB
Proposal/Annotated
Bib. (Due by 5pm)

Hulme. “Caliban & Prospero.”
Montaigne, Michel. “Of Cannibals”*

The Tempest Acts 2-3
The Tempest Acts 4-5
John Smith, selections from Books 1
and 2 of General History (JS 227-233,
265-273)
John Smith, selections from Books 2
and 3 of GH (JS 273-291, 306-324) &
Percy, (JS 920-934)
Hamor, (JS 115-168)

David Stymeist, “‘Strange Wives’:
Pocahontas in early modern colonial
advertisement”

The New World, Malick
The New World, Malick

Steven Rybin. “On The New World”

Final thoughts and ideas

Final
3/16

*

Assignments Due

Utopia, Book 1
Utopia, Book 2 (51-95)
Utopia, Book 2 (95-135)

W, 1/21

W, 2/4
F, 2/6
Week 6
M, 2/9
W, 2/11
F, 2/13
Week 7
M, 2/16

Theory

These essays are included as supplementary materials in the Norton edition of The Tempest.

Bring in-progress final.

Final Paper, by 5pm
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